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Dates to remember  

14th Jan Busy Bee Venerable Edel Quinn Centre 

16th Jan 2023 Comitium Meeting  

18th March EDC ACIES 

26th March Comitium ACIES Manning  

15th April 2023  

Dedication of Grotto  

May/June 2023 Half Day Retreat Glendalough tbc 

15th July 2023 Pilgrimage to Bindoon TBC 

Sept 48 Hour Rosary Bouquet 

8th Sept Mass Celebrating Mary’s Birthday 

27th Oct 2023  Lake Monger Procession 

4th Nov 2023 Annual Mass St. Joachim’s Church Vic Park 

2nd Dec 2023 AGR Annual General Reunion at Edel Quinn Centre 

 
Allocutio as given by Fr. Doug Harris on Allocutio November 2022: ALL SOULS  
 
November is the month of the Holy Souls in Purgatory. 
There is evidence in Scripture that there is purgatory. 
In the Old Testament 2nd Macabees says,  
“it is a holy and wholesome thing to pray for the dead …” 
The Jews believed in purgatory. 
Purgatory is not an invention of the Catholic Church. 
 
In the New Testament, Our Blessed Lord spoke about purgatory. 
For example: 
Our Blessed Lord said: 
“the sin against the Holy Spirit would not be forgiven in this life or in the next,” 
meaning that some sin is forgiven in the next life. 
In heaven, there are no sins to forgive. 
In hell, the souls don’t want their sins to be forgiven. 
Therefore, there must be another place after death, where sins can be forgiven. 
 
The only prayers that can help the souls in purgatory  
are the prayers of us who are still living on this earth. 
The souls in purgatory cannot do anything more through their own prayers to 
release themselves from purgatory. 
The Holy Souls are already praying and suffering as much as they can to be 
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released. 
For this reason, the holy souls plead for us to pray and make sacrifices for them. 
We need to give all our heart to prayers and sacrifices for the souls in purgatory. 
 
The State of Purgatory: 
St Augustine: “The time of purgatory will be more painful than anything man can 
suffer in this present life.” 
 
St Catherine of Genoa: “The souls in purgatory endure a pain which no tongue can 
describe, and no intelligence comprehend.” 
 
It is generally understood that the souls in purgatory are not immersed in a physical 
fire but a fire wholly different from anything known on earth.   
However, there are many reports of souls in purgatory being immersed in fire.   
For example: 
There was a French nun in purgatory who appeared to her nuns in their convent.   
She put her hands on a cupboard door leaving her handprint and fingerprint burnt 
into the door. 
 
These stories and many other are verified and kept in the “museum of purgatory” in 
the Vatican. 
 
The chief pain in purgatory is the pain of separation from God. 
At Judgment, the Holy Souls, have an experience of God. 
To be deprived of His Presence, after experiencing Him, is an unimaginable pain. 
 
Even though the pains in purgatory are great,  
the souls in purgatory are at peace because having experienced  
Our Blessed Lord at Judgment,  
they want to be in purgatory to repair or make up for their sins,  
and they are prepared to suffer any pain in order to be with Our Lord again. 
 
When we pray for the souls in purgatory the souls in purgatory pray for us and 
their prayers are very, very powerful.  
Their prayers are powerful because their suffering is great. 
For example, St Catherine of Bologna said  
that whatever favour she asked through the souls in purgatory she was granted 
immediately. 
 
The souls in purgatory look on us with remorse,  
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if not despair, because those of us who live our faith only lukewarmly are making 
the same mistake that they made.   
The souls in purgatory, says St Catherine of Genoa,  
who had visited Purgatory, look down on us and say,  
“O wretched creatures, why are you so blindly attached to the things that pass?   
Why not make provision for the future?” 
 
So, what should we do to release souls from purgatory? 

1. As often as possible pray and make sacrifices.   
Also, offer all one’s daily trials or sufferings for these souls especially during 
the month of November.   
 
When we have a cross during November,  
offer it up for the Holy Souls. 

 
2. Have a mass said for the souls in purgatory.   

Blessed Henry made agreement with a friend that if one of them were to die 
the other would offer two masses a week for his soul.  The other died first.   
Blessed Henry immediately commenced offering up two masses a week for 
his soul.   
After a long time when Blessed Henry felt that his friend had gone to heaven, 
Blessed Henry ceased the mass offerings.   
Later the friend appeared to Blessed Henry to tell him that he was still in 
purgatory.   
Blessed Henry told him that even though he had stopped the offerings at mass 
he had often prayed for his friend.   
The friend said the mass is the most powerful prayer for releasing souls out of 
purgatory.   
Blessed Henry then continued the practice of offering two masses a week for 
his friend.   
Soon after he was visited again by his friend, but this time he was in heaven. 
 

3. Make a plenary indulgence. 
 
Plenary Indulgence:   
A Plenary Indulgence can be offered for oneself or for any intention.   
When offered for a soul in purgatory that soul goes to heaven. 
 
How to gain a Plenary Indulgence on a particular day: 
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1. Holy Communion. 
2. Sacrament of Reconciliation once every two weeks.   

(Within 7 days before or after).   
If one intends to gain a Plenary Indulgence almost every day a single monthly 
Sacramental Confession suffices. 
 

3. Prayer for the Pope’s intentions, (i.e. An ‘Our Father.’) 
 

4. A work: 
 

(i) The Rosary (5 Decades) prayed with at least one other person or in the 
presence of the Blessed Sacrament, or 

(ii) The Stations or, 
(iii) 30 minutes before the Blessed Sacrament or, 
(iv) Visit the sick or the imprisoned, or the elderly, or the lonely or anyone in 

need or, 
(v) Act of abstinence, almsgiving. 
(vi) There are also other works.  (On All Souls days instead of a work you 

only need to pray the Creed in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.) 
 
Only one Plenary Indulgence can be granted per day. 
Therefore, we should do all we can to try to fulfill the conditions for a plenary 
indulgence each day. 
 

The St Gertrude prayer: 
 
The Church says that many, perhaps one thousand souls, will be released by this 
prayer: 

‘Eternal Father, I offer You 
The most precious blood of Your Divine Son, Jesus, 

In union with the masses said throughout the world today, 
For all the holy souls in purgatory, 

For sinners everywhere, for sinners in the universal church, 
Those in my own home and within my own family.’ 
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Email: Perthcomitium@outlook.com or perthcomitium@iinet.net.au 

Web address: www.legionofmarywa.org  
facebook acc. Legion of Mary Perth Western Australia  

 
Spiritual 
Director  

Fr Doug Harris  glendalough@perthcatholic.org.au 

President  Cynthia Gauci  0430 776648 perthcomitium@outlook.com  

Vice President  Christyne 
Williams 

0410 269518 twc@iinet.net.au 
 

Secretary  Bianca-Maria 
Casalengo 

0415 405368 mariacasalengo7@gmail.com 

Treasurer  Katie Bennett 0488 547817 tigerlilydeepdelver@yahoo.com.au  

Assistant 
Secretary  

 vacant 
 

  

Assistant  
Treasurer 

Rosemary 
Bennett  

0421 580 783 rben4769@hotmail.com  

 
REPORTS DUE TO COMITIUM JAN AND FEB 2023 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Dear Legionaries, 
On Saturday we once again met for a wonderful Annual General Reunion with those  

attending having a good time and bringing wonderful supplies to the Homeless. As always 

we thank Philip Goes for organising the singalong, we thank all those who were behind 

setting up the hall and cleaning up afterwards and everyone for all the wonderful food 

supplied.  We thank Sr. Moya Bruce for sharing with us her talents. 

 

The Centre will close following the Comitium meeting on the 12th of Dec and reopen on the 

9th of January 2023. Members of the Executive will call into the office and check on things 

and should you need anything please do not hesitate to give us a call on our mobile. 

 

The Comitium’s next two functions will be the ACIES on the 26th of March at Manning 

and the Dedication of the Grotto on the 15th of April, please put these dates into your 

calendar. 

 

Finally, I wish you all a very Holy, happy, peaceful and safe Christmas. 

JAN             MANNING:  OUR LADY OF THE WAY 
    NORTHERN DISTRICTS CURIA: MARY ASSUMED INTO HEAVEN 
FEB    CLOVERDALE:  REGINA COELI 
 
 

mailto:Perthcomitium@outlook.com
mailto:perthcomitium@iinet.net.au
http://www.legionofmarywa.org/
mailto:glendalough@perthcatholic.org.au
mailto:erthcomitium@outlook.com
mailto:twc@iinet.net.au
mailto:mariacasalengo7@gmail.com
mailto:tigerlilydeepdelver@yahoo.com.au
mailto:ben4769@hotmail.com
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 May the newborn Jesus and his Mother bless you during this special time. May you be 

showered with blessings for your work for Our Lady and may you once again gather at your 

Praesidium with the Joy and love that you share. 

 

Members please try to attend the busy bee at the Venerable Edel Quinn 

centre on the 14th of January 2023 
 
 
God bless and Mary protect you and all your work. 
Cynthia  

 

REPORTS FOR THE MONTH OF  November  Busselton and Queens Park  
 
Report to Comitium Star of the Sea Busselton 

Place of meetings Ned Kenny centre after 9am Mass  

Officers all roles are filled. 

Active members 7 

Auxiliary membership 6  Praetorian 4 

Report 26th Oct to 25th Oct 2022 

Works undertaken during the year Legion work only 

4 members Visits to aged homes and visitations these have  been limited due to Sr. Scott 
being unable to work.  Unable to take communion to the sick this year.  
Taking Parishioners to church  during the week and weekend. 
We have re-started taking the Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady to Parishioners Homes on a 
monthly basis, 
We are mentoring several youth in their faith journey.  
One member works in an  aged care home so we can do some inclusive visitation  and keep 
updated. 
Did a belated Rosary Bouquet for Our Lady’s Birthday from 8pm on the 7th Sept and 
collected 65 Rosaries. Through only 15 were reported on the 8th but all were said. 
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Other information 

We have 3 new members, all are very promising  

ACIES was delayed due to absence of several members. This was held on 19th October 11am 

this was followed by a light lunch. 

Sr. Drainjanovich had a leave during the year.  Sr. Woolridge tool over the role of acting 

President while Sr. Scott on medical leave and Sr. Caldwell the treasurers role. 

1 member is getting frail and considering retiring. 

Plans for next year.  Hope Covid will calm down and things get back to normal. 

Signed by President Sr Scott and Secretary Sr. Caldwell 
 
Report to Comitium from Mary Immaculate Praesidium Queens Park Nov 2022 

Meetings are usually held Tuesdays at 10am in the St Josephs Priory Chapter 

room. Occasionally held in members homes if the Chapter Room is 

unavailable. 

Offiicerships vacant are President and Secretary. 

All members fill in the vacant positions as required. 

Due lack of mobility no member wishes to step up to fill the vacant positions. 

Attendance has fluctuated this year due illness and Covid- At present we have 

the 4 members Plus one new member on leave until 17th Dec due work 
commitments. 

Since last reporting period works undertaken have been by sending Cards and 

telephone calls. Reaching out to those on our visiting list. To those now in nursing 

homes and those in hospital. 

All Members man the Piety Stall at the weekend masses. Reaching out to 
Parishioners By this venue. 
One member arranges the Pilgrim Statue Roster to parishioners. 

One member has now continued to act as Special Minister distributing Communion 

to the home of a parishioner. 

Funerals Masses of parishioners and rosaries are attended by the Members. The 

November Mass for departed Legionaries was offered on 19th Nov. 
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Some Members have attended the Comitium arranged functions at the  

Edel Quinn centre , St Joachim’s and at St Bemadette’s in Glendalough-  

 

Auxillary membership has not been kept up to date.. Mainly because of Covid and 

deceased auxiliaries. 

 

Future plans is to reach out to those previously on our list and gain new ones. 

Because of the vulnerability of our members mainly . I don't foresee usual 

visitation to recommence This year. Members either are vulnerable or have 

family members who are. They are Happy to continue reaching out by sending 

cards or making phone calls. 

 
SPECIAL PRAYERS   
Prayers for the Sick: Gay, Rita Saldanha, Pau, Brendan, Justin Denni, Franka Del Prete, 

Lorraine Footman, Margaret Saldahma. 
 

Repose of the Souls Steven Pomeroy, (Brother of Sister Christyne Williams) Robert 

Hudson, Rosy Crasto, Maria Mancini. 
 
Special Intentions:  Ja Hudson Marie Neale, Fr Mark Baumgarten 
 

 
 
 

 

Children’s Corner 

Christmas is a Christian festival that celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, who 
Christians believe was the Son of God. For most people, it takes place 

every year on 25 December – the day that the Roman Catholic Church chose 
to mark Jesus’ birthday.  

 
But no one knows the exact date Jesus was born! 

 
 Did you know that not all Christians celebrate Christmas on the same day? 

In countries with large populations of Orthodox Christians*, such 
as Russia, Ukraine and Romania, Christmas Day falls on 7 

January. Some Greek Orthodox Christians celebrate Christmas on 7 January, 
too. 

 

https://www.natgeokids.com/au/discover/geography/countries/russia-facts/
https://www.natgeokids.com/au/discover/history/greece/10-facts-about-the-ancient-greeks/
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    Christmas trees were first used by ancient Egyptians and Romans. ...The 
term 'Xmas' simply means Christmas. ... 
 
Santa Claus was known as Sinterklaas in Dutch. ...Santa Claus did not always dress 
up in red clothes. 

 

Advent Poem by St. John of the Cross: 1542-1591 

 
If you want, the Virgin will come walking down the road 

pregnant with the holy, and say, 
“I need shelter for the night, 

please take me inside your heart, my time is so close.” 
Then, under the roof of your soul, 

you will witness the sublime intimacy, 
the divine, the Christ, taking birth forever, 

as she grasps your hand for help, 
for each of us is the midwife of God, each of us. 

Yes there, under the dome of your being 
does creation come into existence eternally, 

through your womb, dear pilgrim – the sacred womb of your soul, 
as God grasps our arms for help: 

for each of us is his beloved servant, never far. 
If you want, the Virgin will come walking down the street 

pregnant with Light and sing. 

http://mum6kids.files.wordpress.com/2010/12/bellegambe-st_anne_conceiving_the_virgin_mary.jpg?resize=308%2C400
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Pictures from A. G. R. 2022 
 

 

 

 

 

 


