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Diary Dates for 2015 
 

 
Oct 24th Congress by 
                Fremantle Curia  
               
 
Nov 1st All Saints 
Nov 2nd  All Souls 
Nov 14th Rosary Making 
Nov 16th Comitium 
Nov 19th Novena for the 
        MM 
Nov 21st  Annual Mass and  
                AGR 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE ANNUAL MASS 
SATURDAY 21ST NOVEMBER 

ST JOACHIM’S CHURCH 
SHEPPERTON ROAD, VICTORIA 

PARK 
CELBRATING THE LIFE OF 

SERVANT OF GOD FRANK DUFF 
• 10.30 am Legion Prayers and Rosary 
• 11am Mass  

Main Celebrant:  Fr Andre Maria FFI 
Spiritual Director of Comitium 

• Followed by finger food luncheon and 
AGR. 

• Celebration of “Mother of  Sorrows”, 
Joondana 3000th meeting 

Please bring a plate of FINGER FOOD to 
share. 

AUXILLIARIES, FAMILY AND 
FRIENDS ARE MOST WELCOME TO 

JOIN US. 

 
 

Legion of Mary 
Immaculate Conception 

Curia 
Fremantle 

 

Congress  
24th October, 2014 

9am – 3pm 
 

At 
St Jerome’s Parish 

Troode St 
Spearwood 



The ALLOCUTIO was given by Rev. Fr Andre, Spiritual Director. 
At a time when the world was set on destroying itself at the commencement of the outbreak 
of the 1st world war and towards the climax of its destruction, Our Blessed Mother and 
Mother of God had implemented the commencement of a series of counter spiritual measures 
to stamp on the head of the ____ serpent. In October 1914 Fr Kentenich’s talk of Mary 
Thrice Venerable commenced the founding of Marian Sodality for his young charges whose 
centre was to be the Eucharistic Chapel known as “Thrice Admirable Mother” 
The 3 children of Fatima whose Marian apparitions commenced days into the novena that 
Pope Benedict (XVI) commenced on the 8th My 19.17 to Our Lady of Peace. 
The children had Our Lady reinstate at all of the apparitions from the 13th of May 1917 to 
13th October 1917, to pray the Rosary, to stop offending God, to make reparation for the poor 
sinners by offering to God sacrifices. 3 days after the last Fatima Apparition on the 16th 
October 1917 St Maximillian Kolbe, the saint of the Immaculate commenced the MIM ( 
Mission of the Immaculate Mediatrix). 
As a seminarian he like Venerable servant of God, Frank Duff who in 19 21 prayed the 
Rosary while sitting with small cohorts of as in St Maxmillian Kolbe’s 1st cenacle a group of 
co-seminarians and priests & Frank Duff with his 15 St Vincent De Paul members. These 
groups were the commencement of a Military elite of humble docile individuals consecrated 
to Our Lady being formed to lead the Church Militant into combat against the  agents of 
Satan and his masonic sects. 
.from the book Missio Immaculatae May/June 2015 pg 25… 
In 1918 Frank Duff having received a glowing recommendation by a friend he read de 
Montfort’s True Devotion; but he was not at all impressed. In this way his first impression of 
the work parallels that of the Venerable Mother Mary Potter. Some time later, another friend 
asked Frank Duff if he had read the treatise, and he responded that he regarded it as “wildly 
extravagant” But this friend persisted and challenged Frank to read and re-read that book to 
get to the bottom of it. Let us listen to Duff’s testimony: 
 
I was engaged in the final forced reading, when a sort of phenomenon occurred. Without any 
process of thought leading up to it, something, which I could only regard as a divine favour 
was granted to me. As a sort of light, the sudden realization came to me that the book was 
true, a complete conviction that what I had been regarding as exaggerated and unreal was 
fully justified. The excesses which I thought I found in the book were really deficiencies 
within myself, wide gaps of knowledge and comprehension. That moment has remained in 
my mind with an absolute clarity.’  In a little booklet which he wrote, entitled The De 
Montfort Way, and published in 1947, Frank Duff in all likelihood describing his own 
experience: I fear that to the majority of his readers De Montfort’s immortal work means 
little more then choice dreaming. The word 
“Extreme” sums up their final judgement of the book, and many would not hesitate to add 
the term “extravagant”.  
Herein they fall into an error, which may justly be described as a fatal one. The diamonds of 
right doctrine-veritably “gems of purest ray serene”-are given to the poor, who think them 
only glass, and throw away what would have made them rich. For mark it well: Mary is part 
of the essence of the Faith. Lack of appreciation of her role is defect in faith; and defect in 
faith means impoverished spiritual living. In the wake of discussion of that book of Dublin 
conference of the Saint Vincent de Paul Society four years later, on September 7, 1921, the 
Legion of Mary was born. Duff insisted that “the starting of the Legion was divinely held up 



for several years until de Montfort had provided the soil or the atmosphere in which the 
Legion could take life”. The apostolate of the Legion, which has been responsible for 
phenomenal works of charity and evangelization since it foundation, is built on a promise 
addressed to the Holy Spirit in which the legionary acknowledges himself to be the “soldier 
and child of Mary. It says: 
I so declare my entire dependence on her [Mary]. She is the mother of my soul. Her Heart 
and mine are one, and from that single heart she speaks again those words of old: Behold the 
handmaid of the Lord.” And once again you come by her to do great things. Let your power 
over shadow me, and come into my soul with fire and love, and make it one with Mary’s 
love and Mary’s will to save the world. 

 
 

DETAILS 
MOBILE PHONE:           0478598860 

Email: perthcomitium@iinet.net.au 
www.legionofmarywa.org  

 
Spiritual 
Director  

Fr Andre   08 95745204   

President  Rosemary 
Bennett 

08 94547831 
0421580783  

rben4769@bigpond.net.au  

Vice President  Lorraine Allen  0419297686  
Secretary  Cecilia Leon   perthcomitium@iinet.net.au  
Treasurer  Mignonne 

Goes 
0409688594  mignonnegoes@gmail.com  

Assistant 
Secretary  

Clara Gemmy   perthcomitium@iinet.net.au 

Assistant 
Treasurer 

Jeevan Frank   

 
From the President 

Sr Judy Woodward and I made the journey to Maria Annunciata Praesidium, Thornlie for 
their annual visit.  We were warmly welcomed by the members and their Spiritual Director 
Monsignor Timothy Corcoran.  It is a pleasure to visit all praesidia at any time and in 
particular where the meeting is so very well run.  Thornlie officers are to be congratulated on 
the standard of their meeting and the preparation that they put in to the running of  it.   
I will endeavour to make a comment on all meetings that I attend on visitation. 
I have heard of great numbers turning out on Saturday 10th October for “Our Lady Needs 
Fatima”.  Unfortunately I was under the weather and could not attend any of these 
gatherings.  I did hear that one Praesidium had 25 people on their Parish House lawn and 
another praesidium gathered with a good number in the local park.  On behalf of the 
Comitium I thank all Praesidia who made the effort to gather.  I am very sure that Our 
Blessed Mother was smiling down on you all. 
Can I please encourage you to make the effort to attend the Congress that is to be held at St 
Jerome’s Church Troode St Spearwood commencing at 9.00am with Mass and concluding at 



3pm on Saturday 24th October.  We extend a huge thank you to the members of Fremantle 
Curia who have worked so hard to make this possible.  If you wish to go, and are south of 
the river and need a lift just contact me and I will take you with me.  I look forward to 
company as I drive down. 
Finally this year we have decided to combine our Annual Mass and AGR so we will be 
celebrating them on 21st November, the feast of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin.  We 
will also help Mother of Sorrows praesidium Joondana to celebrate their 3000th meeting 
with the cutting of a special cake.  I am sure you would all like to congratulate them on 
reaching this milestone.  We have asked that you please bring a plate to share.  FINGER 
FOOD is what is requested and although we love the many delights we receive please do not 
bring anything that requires bowls and eating utensils.  We also ask that you cut and plate, 
preferable on disposable plates, any cakes or biscuits you bring. 
We look forward to seeing you at all or some of our future events. 
God bless you and your works 
Sr Rosemary Bennett 
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Visitations 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7th Nov St Mary’s Church 

21 James St GUILDFORD   WA  6055 

5th Dec  Our Lady of Lourdes 

2 Townsend Rd  ROCKINGHAM  WA  6168  
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Rosary Making 
 

 ROSARY MAKING WILL HELD  
2nd Saturday of the Month 

14th November 2015 
 

9.30 - 2.00 
 

Come along and help us to make the Rosaries.   
 

We make them on cord and knot tying is involved. 
 

We make them on wire with pearl beads 
 

We make Rosary bracelets. 
 

And now we make Rosaries on chain. 
 

Come along for an hour or longer 
 

If you have any broken rosaries, or bead jewellery our rosary 
makers we would be grateful for them. 
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The Cause for the Beatification of Servant of 
God Frank Duff 

 
Please include the following in the intention 

when praying the prayer for the Cause. 
 

We ask for healing for  
 

Kaye Kennelly 
and  

Gracie 
 

Please submit any prayers answered to the 
Executive of Comitium so that they can be 

sent onto our Higher Council 
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I have included Fr McGregor’s allocutio in this bulletin to give us all the 
opportunity to think about and actively under the strengthening of the Legion 
of Mary in Western Australia with thorough and committed work in the area of 
recruitment.  We have by this time all heard Archbishop Timothy Costelloe’s 
call to the “Way Forward”.  Our way can be through evangelising to every 
home and to do that we need members.  We are perhaps one of the best tools 
our Parish Priests have.  Let us look towards a greater number of members 
and the Legion of Mary in every parish.  Let us take this challenge on with a 
zeal and drive never seen before.  To paraphrase a famous President, “Ask 
not what Our Lady can do for us but we can do for Our Lady” and our fellow 
human beings.  

 
Allocutio 

By Fr. Bede McGregor O.P. 
Spiritual Director to the Concilium 

*************************************** 
The Recruitment of New Members: An Invitation to a Many Splendid Grace 
************************************** 
There is a simple sentence in the Handbook that requires a great deal of reflection. 
It reads: ‘Part of the duty of every legionary shall be the winning of members.’ 
Elsewhere the Handbook says the same thing but with an additional exhortation: 
‘Therefore these important subjects of extension and recruiting should frequently be 
brought to the notice of the members so that each one be made acutely conscious 
of his duties in those directions.’ But why recruit? Unless we have clear and 
convincing reasons for acting we would probably end up doing very little or nothing 
at all.  Motivation is pivotal for any form of action, but especially apostolic action. We 
recruit not simply so that we can boast of an increase in the number of members, 
but because we firmly believe the Legion is a source of great graces, not only for the 
legionary himself but for all those he works for. Recruitment is simply offering an 
invitation to receive an endless source of graces and an instrument for a fuller living 
of the Christian life. 
Let us examine some of the reasons for recruitment given in various parts of the 
Handbook. First there is the motive of fraternal charity. To love someone is to 
effectively will good for that person and we cannot offer anything greater than grace. 
The Handbook puts it this way: ‘We are commanded to love our neighbour as 
ourselves; hence if the Legion is a blessing to oneself, shall not one seek to bring 
that blessing to others? If one sees souls uplifted by ones work, should one not 
aspire toextend that work? 
A beautiful reason for recruiting concerns Our Lady. The Legion enables one and 
gradually forms one to having a true and authentic devotion to Mary. This is truly a 
tremendous gift to offer another person. The Handbook puts it succinctly: ‘Can any 
legionary not strive to gather in new members, if he reflects that the Legion cannot 
but advance them in the love and service of Mary? This, after Jesus Himself, is the 
greatest blessing which can enter a life. For God has made her - in dependence on 
Christ and inseparably from Him – the root and the growth and the flowering of the 



supernatural life.’ I think that recruitment can be a true indicator of what we really 
think about Mary and the place she has in God’s plan for ourselves and every one 
we are called to meet and serve. 
I cannot within the compass of a short Allocutio give all the reasons suggested in the 
Handbook for the grace filled apostolate of recruiting, but let me give one more 
reason that I think has special significance in the Church today. It is found in a long 
quotation from Mgr. Alfred O’Rahilly. His opening sentence expresses one of the 
most important and urgent tasks of the Church in the light of the Second Vatican 
Council: ‘The great function of the Legion of Mary is to develop the sense of a lay 
vocation.’ There has been praiseworthy progress in the understanding and 
implementation of the mission of the laity in the Church and the world in the last 50 
years since the Council. The flourishing of so many new ecclesiastical movements 
and the setting up of the Pontifical Council of the Laity are a praiseworthy step 
forward. However, can we say that the specific vocation of the laity as taught in the 
Conciliar and post-Conciliar documents has really been appropriated by the whole 
Church, especially outside the new ecclesial movements? I think the Legion 
inculcates a profound and authentic sense of the lay vocation especially at parish 
and diocesan level. This is a compelling reason why recruitment to the Legion is 
such an urgent and indispensable apostolate. It gives the lay person a true and 
experienced sense of his dignity and role in God’s plan and the mission of the 
Church. 
Let me quote extensively from the Handbook for the sake of those readers of this 
Allocutio who may not be legionaries: ‘We forget that Our Lord calls his own sheep 
by name (John 10:3); that in the words of Saint Paul (Gal 2:20), who, like us, was 
not physically present on Calvary – ‘the Son of God loved me and gave Himself up 
forme.’ Each of us, even if he be only a village carpenter as was Jesus himself, or a 
humble housekeeper like his mother, has a vocation, is called individually by God to 
give him his or her love and service, to do a particular work which others may 
indeed surpass but cannot replace. No one but myself can give my heart to God or 
do my work. It is precisely this personal sense of religion which the Legion fosters. A 
member is no longer content to be passive or perfunctory; she or he has something 
to be and do for God; religion is no longer a side issue; it becomes the inspiration of 
one’s life, however humanly commonplace. And this conviction of personal vocation 
inevitably creates an apostolic spirit, the desire to carry on Christ’s work, to be 
another Christ, to serve Him in the least of his brethren. Thus the Legion is the lay 
substitute for a Religious Order, the translation of the Christian idea of perfection 
into the lives of lay folk, the extension of Christ’s kingdom into the social world of 
today.’ 
Those words of Mgr. O’Rahilly as quoted in the Handbook are worth pondering 
again and again because they represent a truly profound insight into the nature and 
vocation of the Legion. But let me finish by saying we must feel the need to recruit 
new members and extend the Legion as an act of thanksgiving for our own 
membership. The apostolate of recruiting is a true indicator of my appreciation of 
what Jesus and Mary have done for me through the instrumentality of the Legion.  
Taken from the Comitium bulletin for September 2015 
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Roster for the Annual Mass 
 

To assist with the smooth running of this wonderful occasion we have prepared a 
list of tasks that require people to assist with.  We have endeavoured to have all 
praesidia and Curiae involved.  Please assist us by ensuring that if you are 
rostered to assist with something and cannot attend, that you find a replacement 
and advise us of the change. 
 

Celebrant:  Father Andre Maria FFI and fellow priests 
Acolytes:  From Victoria Park Church 
Music:  Keith Collins 
Overhead:  Clara Gemmy 
Opening Prayers and Rosary:  Keith McEncroe 
Welcomes and Thanks:  Rosemary Bennett 
Procession Participants: 
VEXILLIUM:  Tony Pitchford 
HANDBOOK:  Allan & Yvonne D’Silva 
FLOWERS:  (Distant Councils)   Joy Stoddart 
LAMP & STONES from Frank Duffs grave:  (deceased 

 members)  Judy Woodward 
ROSARY BEADS:  Mignonne Goes 
BOOK OF MINUTES: (3000th meeting)  Margaret Allen 
 
Offertory Gifts:  Fremantle Curia 
Readers:  Lorraine Allen & TBA 
Closing Prayers:  Jeevan Frank (Eastern Dist Curia) 
 
Please invite your Parish Priest to concelebrate the Mass.  Also invite members 
of your parish, Cenacle groups and others who have a love of Our Lady to attend 
and join in celebrating the Legion and the Life of its founder Frank Duff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
It is YOUR Responsibility to contact someone on the roster if you are unable to fill your 
commitment for  
 
 
If you are unable to attend to your duty this month it is your responsibility to arrange a swap.  
Please be aware that you need to give a few days notice as a matter of respect.  Please do not 
contact Sr Bennett and request her to organise a swap or to inform her that you are unable to 
do your assigned day unless you have rung others to make a swap 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 
MAIDA VALE 

4 
VICTORIA 
PARK 

5 
EXECUTIVE 

6 7 

8 9 10 
KELMSCOTT 

11 
MANNING 

12 
N.D.C 

13 14 

15 16 17 
EXECUTIVE 

18 
WILLETTON 

19 
EAST VIC PK 

20 21 

22 23 24 
VICTORIA 
PARK 

25 
MANNING 

26 
N.D.C 

27 28 

29 30           

November 2015 



LEGION OF MARY 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CURIA 

FREMANTLE, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
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