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What is on? 

 

2018 

 

2nd Feb Our Lady’s Rosary Procession 

around Lake Monger. 

 

25th Mar   ACIES at Sts John Paul Church 

Pinetree Gully Rd Willetton commencing 

at 2pm followed by fellowship in the 

Parish Centre.   

 

26th May 2018  Annual One Day Retreat 

St Bernadette’s Church Glendalough.  

Theme Youth and the Legion.  Keynote 

speaker. His Grace Archbishop Timothy 

Costello. 

 

5th – 7th September   48hr Rosary Bouquet 

in honour of Our Lady’s birthday 

 

8th September  Mass for the presentation 

of the 48hr Rosary Bouquet Scroll 

 

13th October Congress 

 

4th November  Annual Mass and 

fellowshop 
 

 

 

 

 

The ALLOCUTIO was given by Sr. 

Rosemary Bennett, Comitium 

President. 

 Adaptation from a homily 

given by Fr. Tommy Lee 

“Once upon a time there was 

a man who looked upon 

Christmas as a lot of 

humbug. He wasn’t a 

Scrooge. He was a kind and 

decent person, generous to 

his family, upright in all his 

dealings with other men. But 

he didn’t believe all that 

stuff about Incarnation 

which churches proclaim at 

Christmas. And he was too 

honest to pretend he did. “I 

am truly sorry to distress 

you”, he told his wife, who 

was a faithful churchgoer. 

“But I simply cannot 

understand this claim that 

God becomes man. It 

doesn’t make any sense to 

me.” 

mailto:perthcomitium@iinet.net.au
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On Christmas Eve his wife and wife and children went to church for the 

midnight service. He declined to accompany them. “I’d feel like a 

hypocrite”, he explained. “I’d rather stay at home. But I’ll wait up for 

you”. 

Shortly after his family drove away in the car, snow began to fall. He 

went to the window and watched the flurries getting heavier and heavier. 

“If we must have Christmas,” he thought, “it’s nice to have a white 

one”. He went back to his chair by the fireside and began to read his 

newspaper. A few minutes later he was startled by a thudding sound. It 

was followed by another, then another. 

He thought that someone must be throwing snowballs at his living room 

window. When he went to the front door to investigate, he hound a flock 

of birds huddled miserably in the storm. They had been caught in the 

storm and in a desperate search for shelter had tried to fly through the 

window. “I can’t let these poor creatures lie there and freeze”, he 

thought. “But how can I help them?” Then he remembered the barn 

where the children’s pony was stabled. It would provide a warm shelter. 

He put on his coat and galoshes and tramped through the deepening 

snow to the barn. He opened the door wide and turned on a light. But the 

birds didn’t come in. “Food will lure them in”, he thought. So he hurried 

back to the house for bread crumbs, which he sprinkled on the snow to 

make a trail into the barn. To his dismay, the birds ignored the bread 

crumbs and continued to flop around helplessly in the snow. He tried 

shooing them into the barn by waving his arms. They scattered in every 

direction – except into the warm lighted barn. 

“They find me a strange and terrifying creature”, he said to himself, 

“and I can’t seem to think of any way to let them know they can trust 

me. If only I could be a bird myself for a few minutes, perhaps I could 

lead them to safety…” 

Just at that moment the church bells began to ring. He stood silent for a 

while, listening to the bells pealing the glad tidings of Christmas. Then 

he sank to his knees in the snow. “Now I do understand”, he whispered. 

“Now I see why You had to do it” 

 

That was A Christmas Parable written by Louis Cassels many years ago, 

one of the religion editors of United Press International and is a simple 

but beautiful way to explain the mystery of Christmas. 
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Think of the many ways God has reached out to us to communicate with 

us since the beginning. The climax of God communicating with us in the 

Old Testament was when God formed the covenant with Moses on 

Mount Sinai. God joined himself to us in a covenant and we were joined 

to God in a covenant. But we still sinned so God raised up prophets to 

call us back but only a small number of people paid heed to the 

prophets. Through one of the prophets, Hosea, God said that Israel has 

been like an unfaithful wife committing adultery by going after false 

gods. All through the centuries of the Old Testament God pursued us 

like a lover but we had broken the covenant and God had to make a new 

unbreakable covenant with us. For this new covenant, God would 

become flesh and bones lie us and shed his blood in the person of Jesus 

to convince us once and for all to accept his invitation to be his people. 

Jesus was the climax of God reaching out to us. As we heard in the 

Gospel, The Word was made flesh, he lived among us and we saw His 

glory… 

“Now I see why You had to do it” wrote Louis Cassels in A Christmas 

Parable. And indeed God had to do it, had to become one of us to make 

us understand because despite God’s best efforts throughout all the Old 

Testament we still didn’t get the message. Sometimes you have to, as we 

say, rub their noses in it to make them understand. Christmas is, in a 

sense, God rubbing our noses in it to make us understand. Christmas is 

God saying, “Maybe this will grab your attention.” The Letter to the 

Hebrews expresses it beautifully, “At various moments in the past and 

by many means, God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; but in 

our time, the final days, he has spoken to us in the person of his Son.” 

(Hebrews 1:1-2) 

God has spoken to us, the Word has become flesh. Let us allow God’s 

word to sink into our hearts. Let us take this good or should I say great 

news to all we meet in our daily lives. Let us be the ones who in our 

weekly work of the Legion show those we meet that Jesus came into this 

world because the Father loved us and wanted us to see the way and 

although he had sent many before we were too blind or self-absorbed to 

see the way and although he had sent many before we were too blind or 

self-absorbed to see what was being shown to us. As a conclusion I wish 

each and every one and your families a blessed and holy Christmas. 

May you receive in abundance the gifts which the Baby Jesus wishes to 
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shower on you and may you continue in 2018 to share His joy with all 

you meet. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

From the President. 

 

I hope that all had a peace filled and joyful Christmas with your family and friends.  I had a 

lovely time with my son in his new home in a new town and for the first time in 30+ years 

was not at home in my parish for the Christmas Masses.  Mass in the town I was visiting was 

beautiful as we attended the Children’s Mass but the joy of being part of a community was 

missing as we were visitors so there wasn’t the Christmas handshake or kiss shared with 

friends of many years.  Next year I will return to my parish. 

Vale Sr Lorna Langley 

It was with great sadness that I heard of the passing of our lovely Sr Lorna Langley on New 

Year’s Day.  Sr Lorna has fought cancer for a number of years and had at one time thought 

that perhaps she was to be spared but just prior to Christmas she was told it had spread to her 

brain and she quietly and gently, as was Lorna’s way, slipped into the arms of our Blessed 

Mother and her Son.  Lorna was a very active member of her parish and had established the 

Legion in East Victoria Park.  Her concern, when I called to see her shortly before she 

became ill this last time, was for the Praesidium, not for herself.  Her funeral was held last 

Tuesday, and I thank all Legionaries who attended.  A wonderful send off for a wonderful 

lady.  May she rest in peace and rise to glory.  Amen 

On Friday 2nd February we will once again gather at Lake Monger to honour Our Lady with 

our procession and Rosary.  Fr David Watt has kindly accepted our invitation in be the Main 

celebrant.  I look forward to seeing you there.  Please remember that we cannot have naked 

flames so torches or the pen torches will be used.  We will gather in the Dodd St carpark for 

departure at 7pm.  Please encourage your fellow parishioners to attend.  Check with the 

parish office as we have posted out the information. 

You will also need to put the ACIES in your diary.  Comitium will hold ours on 25th March 

at St John Paul church Willetton.  If you are unable to attend Eastern Districts Curia will 

have theirs on the 18th March at St Joseph’s church Bassendean.  Please remember this is the 

occasion when we rededicate ourselves to the service of Mother Mary. 

 

I wish you all a wonderful 2018 willed with good health, happiness and true love for our 

Blessed Mother. 

 

God bless 

Rosemary 

 
 



 

 

5 

 

Annual  Report  of  Praesidia  

Name of Praesidium:                   Our Lady of the Missions 

Location (Suburb):                      Willetton 

Meeting Place:                               Ss. John & Paul Parish Centre 

Time:                                              2.00pm every Friday  

Spiritual Director:                           Fr. Thai Vu                                                                                                                                 

Officership Vacant: nil  

Active membership: 13             Praetorian  :n.a 

 

Auxiliary membership: 66            Adjutorian:   n.a 

 

Probationary:  1 

 

Report from:  16 December 2016 - 18 November 2017 

 

Works undertaken: 

 

Members pay regular visits to nursing homes. Special house visits too, to the elderly, sick, 

lonely are made every once in two or three months. The auxiliary members are also 

contacted, followed by visits after their period of probation.  An annual get-together for the 

auxiliaries was also held to express our gratitude and appreciation on Saturday 14 October 

2017 at 12 noon in the Parish centre. 

 

Office bearers of “Our Lady of the Missions” take turns to attend the monthly Comitium 

meetings held at the Venerable Edel Quin Centre at Windsor Street. Almost all members 

have attended the major functions held by the Comitium. The Annual Mass for Frank Duff, 

the Torchlight procession at Lake Monger, one day retreat at the Little sisters of the Poor, 

Glendalough and the ACIES. 

 

The Annual Mass for the deceased Legionaries was offered in our own Parish on 22nd 

November.  The Parish Hospitality Team is assisted with the preparing and serving of  

 

 

 

Morning tea and coffee every 1st Sunday after the 7.30am mass when rostered. One member 

helps to man the St. Vincent De Paul Piety Stall before and after the 9am mass on Sundays. 

Two members man the Venerable Edel Quin Centre every third Wednesday as rostered.  

Two members also administer the Holy Eucharist at individual homes when necessary. Two 

members are rostered weekly to be at attendance during the exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament at St Jude’s parish.  Two members cook meals once a month for a Seniors Group 
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which meets on Fridays every week during the school term.   Two members continually 

make rosaries whenever beads are given and have taught other members to make the rosaries 

as well. One member teaches catechism every Tuesday during school term. The recruitment 

drive is on-going for “Our Lady of the Missions”.          

Plans for the next year:     

To continue 

 

 1.         Building up a base of homes to visit. 

 2.         Visiting Parish homes, nursing homes and the retirement villages.    

 3.         Showing our appreciation to our auxiliary members by organising 

                    get-togethers. 

 4.    Promoting the Rosary devotion in homes and as part of the prayers for the 

                    repose of souls at wakes when requested . 

        5.         Promoting the Enthronement of The Sacred Heart in members’ homes. 

        6.         Making Rosaries.  

        7.         Hosting the ACIES in 2018. 

 

 
 

 
 

CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Email: perthcomitium@iinet.net.au 
www.legionofmarywa.org  

 

Spiritual 
Director  

Fr Andre Nahas   

President  Rosemary 
Bennett 

0421580783  rben4769@bigpond.net.au  

Vice President  Cynthia Gucci 0430776648 Cynthiagauci123@gmail.com  
Secretary  Megan Duggan   
Treasurer  Mignonne Goes 0409688594  mignonnegoes@gmail.com  
Assistant 
Secretary  

Clara Gemmy   perthcomitium@iinet.net.au 

Assistant  
Treasurer 

Jeevan Frank 0411756540 jpfrank918@gmail.com  
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mailto:mignonnegoes@gmail.com
mailto:perthcomitium@iinet.net.au
mailto:jpfrank918@gmail.com
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SPECIALS PRAYERS   
Prayers for the Sick:   

For all who have been on previous lists, Reverend Sister Maureen Willans, Bernadette, Brid, Alice and 

Karen Daly. 

 

Repose of the Souls: 

Olwyn Sternet (Legionary), Daniel & Martin Duggan (anniversary), Marcos Vargas, Jessica Lindsey and 

Michael John. 

 

Special Intentions:   

Successful election of a secretary and a Vice President at the January meeting. Safe travel for the Fernandez 

family 

SUPPER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VISITATIONS 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY  MARCH 
Regina Coeli  

Reports  
FEBRUARY 

reports 
MARCH 

Regina Coeli Cloverdale 
Our Lady of the Way, Manning 
Our Lady Assumed into Heaven 
NDC 

Queen of Apostles Riverton  

February March 
Our Lady Queen of Patriarch, Victoria 
Park 
Regina Coeli, Cloverdale 

Ark of the Covenant, Canning 
Vale 
Queen of Apostles, Riverton 
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TORCHLIGHT PROCESSION 
  

AROUND LAKE MONGER 

  

IN HONOUR OF  
  

OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
  

TO BE HELD ON 

  

FRIDAY 12th FEBRUARY 2016 
Starting at 7.00 pm 

  

WITH ROSARY AND HYMNS 

  

CONGREGATING AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER 
At the carpark end of DODD STREET. 

  

THIS INVITATION IS OPENED TO EVERYONE 
  

We especially invite families,  

those of Rosary Confraternities and Legionaries. 

  

The paths are wheelchair and stroller accessible. 

For those unable to walk (approximately one and half hours)  

there will be an area at the starting point to gather and participate in the rosary. 

 Please bring your own chair. 

  

Please bring torches as no naked flames allowed. 

Pen lights will be available for sale 
  

  

 Contact Judy Woodward  

61619651 

Mignonne Goes 

0478598860 

Rosemary Bennett 

0421580783 


