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A Pilgrimage to the  

HOLY DOOR of MERCY 

St Patrick’s Basilica 

47 Adelaide St 

Fremantle 
 

24th October 2016 
 

All Legionaries and friends are invited to join in this 

Pilgrimage for the special Jubilee Year of Mercy. 

 

Mass will be at 

12noon. 

Reconciliation available 

Legion Prayers recited. 

 

Seats are available on the bus ($20.00) or you can travel 

in your own car. 
 

Lunch will be at Clancy’s  ($13.00 per person) 
 

Bookings for bus and lunch to be finalised by  

10th October 

 

Contact:  Rosemary  0421580783  or   

Mignonne 0478598860 

Prayer 
For the Jubilee Year of 

Mercy 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you 
have taught us to be 

merciful like the heavenly 
Father, and have told us 
that whoever sees you 

sees Him.  Show us your 
face and we will be saved. 

Send your Spirit and 
consecrate every one of 
us with its anointing, so 

that the Jubilee of Mercy 
may be a year of grace 

from the Lord, and your 
Church, with renewed 
enthusiasm, may bring 
good news to the poor, 

proclaim liberty to 
captives and the 

oppressed, and restore 
sight to the blind. 

We ask this through the 
intercession of Mary, 

Mother of Mercy, 
you who live and reign 
with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit for ever and 

ever. 
Amen. 

 

mailto:perthcomitium@iinet.net.au
http://www.legionofmarywa.org/
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Celebration of Mary’s Nativity shows she 

is Mother to us all 

Mary Birthday 8 Sep 16 

 

Mary’s role as mother to all people makes 

her a key intercessor, bringing us all to 

Jesus, said visiting priest, Father Andre 

Feain FI, at a recent Mass celebrating the 

Nativity of Our Lady. 

The annual midday Mass was held on 8 

September at St Mary’s Cathedral Perth, and 

comprised a large crowd of parishioners and 

members of the wider Archdiocesan community, including members of the Legion of Mary. 

Fr Feain – who concelebrated the Mass with Fr Jeffey Casabuena– described in his homily 

the importance of the Church being open to people outside the faith, referencing the 

teachings of Saint Maximilian Kolbe. 

“At his first Mass, he (Kolbe) said, we should pray for the schismatics, the Communists and 

the freemasons,” Fr Feain said. 

“This is what we need to do, because we pray for our enemies, since we are supposed to be 

bringing everybody to Christ. 

“That’s what Mary did – she brought Christ to everyone she’s our mother. Regardless of our 

creed, regardless of our race, regardless of our age, Mary is the mother of God, and she is 

also our mother.”  

Fr Feain added that Mary’s relationships with other people during her lifetime, as well as her 

intercessions since then, showed her continued importance in connecting people to her son, 

Jesus. 

“She speaks to us through the Rosary, a great weapon for these times, through her 

apparitions and through prayer,” Fr Feain said. 

“It is prayer that brings us closer to Jesus, and it is in Jesus that we find our hope and our 

salvation.” 

The Mass’ musical program – arranged by Cathedral Director of Music Jacinta Jakocevic – 

included Schubert’s Ave Maria, a Memorial Acclamation and other pieces performed by 

Cantor Emma Oorschot, as well as the songs Immaculate Mary and Hail Queen of Heaven. 

Following the service, attendees gathered around the exposed statue of Our Lady to venerate 

her, offer prayers and ask for special intentions. 

 

Kindness soothes hurting souls, it gives hope to those in doubt, 

and warms the hearts of those in need. 
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From the President: 
 

Dear Legionaries, 

 

Thank you to all who attended Our Lady’s Mass on the occasion of her birthday.  Thankyou 

also to all who took part in the praying of the Rosary in the 48hrs leading up to this 

wonderful event.  This year we calculated that just over 1500 hrs were prayed.   

We were delighted to have Fr Paul Carey lead us in the Rosary prior to Mass and Fr Andre 

deliver the Homily.  Fr Jeffrey Casabuena was the main celebrant and just as I left he came 

over to ask me to make sure that we involve him next year as he was very moved by the 

occasion.  

I am aware that it was the lunchtime Mass and that a great crowd always gathers but this year 

the Cathedral was full and I noticed many people from outside parishes present.  I am sure 

that Our Blessed Mother was delighted with her children’s efforts.  Next month I will put in 

a photo album of the pictures taken.   

It is drawing rapidly to the close of the Jubilee Year of Mercy so I encourage you to take the 

opportunity of making the Pilgrimage with us to St Patrick’s in Fremantle.  All the 

information is on the front page of the Bulletin.  Depending on where the majority of 

pilgrims come from we will endeavour to have the bus pick up from a couple of churches.  

The bus we have booked take 20 persons so please make your booking as soon as possible.  

You are welcome to travel in your own car and parking is available at St Pat’s with entry off 

Parry St.  Unfortunately, the staff at St Pat’s cannot accommodate us for lunch but we can 

walk across to Clancy’s where we can share fish ‘n’ chips at $13.00 per head from shared 

platters or you can order from their menu.  Please let me know so I can confirm the number. 

I look forward to St Pat’s resounding with the voices of Legionaries in prayer and song. 

November 5th is the date for our Annual Mass.  This will take place at St Joachim’s Church 

Shepperton Rd Victoria Park with the Opening Prayers and Rosary at 10.30 and Mass 

concelebrated by an excited Mons McDonald and Fr Bello.  We will finish our day off with 

fellowship in the hall following Mass. 

As I mention the Mass I have the sad duty of telling you that Marie Richardson, retired 

Legionary and our singer along with Keith Collins at Legion functions and Masses passed 

away suddenly while on holidays in England.  We will miss Marie at our functions and 

Masses but I am sure that she will forever be remembered.  I will advise of her funeral 

details when I have them.  May she rest in peace.  Amen. 

Please endeavour to become involved in the praying of the Rosary in a public place on 

Saturday 8th October for AUSTRALIA NEEDS FATIMA.  Let us be brave and proudly 

proclaim Our Blessed Mother to all travelling around by praying the Rosary publicly.   Also 

remember to send in photos so we can post them on our Webpage and forward them to 

Australia needs Fatima.  Let’s be heroic in our faith.  

 

God bless 

 

Sr Rosemary Bennett 
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CONTACT DETAILS 
 

MOBILE PHONE:           0478598860 
Email: perthcomitium@iinet.net.au 

www.legionofmarywa.org  
 

Spiritual 
Director  

Fr Andre   08 95745204   

President  Rosemary 
Bennett 

0421580783  rben4769@bigpond.net.au  

Vice President  Cynthia Gucci   
Secretary  Cecilia Leon   perthcomitium@iinet.net.au  
Treasurer  Mignonne Goes 0409688594  mignonnegoes@gmail.com  
Assistant 
Secretary  

Clara Gemmy   perthcomitium@iinet.net.au 

Assistant  
Treasurer 

Jeevan Frank 0411756540 jpfrank918@gmail.com  

 
 

SPECIALS PRAYERS   
Prayers for the Sick:   

(For all who have been on previous lists)  

Frank Ferrel, Lena Staltari, Joy Stoddart, Rev Sr Gemma Foran, 

Prayers for Leslie’s family, Dolly & Tony Harber, Patrick, Clifford 

O’Grady. Simone, Andrew, Kate, Fr John Rae, Alberto, Marlyn, 

Connie, Kyle, Sylvia Arnold( Bad fall), Josephine Williams  

 

Repose of the Souls: 

Sally Harnett, Br Joe Kirby, Kohn Van Hoek, Faye Millson, Merlyn Stahlman Val Chofield, 

Rufino, Serafina, Agapita, Venerando, Irene 

 

Special Intentions:  

Peace in the Middle East, Guidance and sensible voting in the USA elections, Vocations to 

the priesthood and religious life. Prayers for Job opportunity, Service Personal and families. 

 

Question & Answer Column 

Q. What police checks are active legionaries 

required to have in Australia? 

A. A National Police Check and Working With 

Children Check is required by all active legionaries 

who come into contact with children and/or the 

vulnerable 

mailto:perthcomitium@iinet.net.au
http://www.legionofmarywa.org/
mailto:rben4769@bigpond.net.au
mailto:perthcomitium@iinet.net.au
mailto:mignonnegoes@gmail.com
mailto:perthcomitium@iinet.net.au
mailto:jpfrank918@gmail.com
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SUPPER 

 
 

 

 

REPORTS 

VISITATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Items from Legionary sources 
 

From Concilium’s Bulletin 
 

REELING IN THE YEARS 
(THE LEGION OF MARY IN AUSTRALIA) 

Amongst the visitors to Dublin for the International Eucharistic Congress in 1932 was 
Father Henry Bakker, parish priest of Ascot Vale, Victoria. Father Bakker met Frank Duff, 
who spoke to him about the possibility of setting up the Legion in Australia. Father Bakker 
attended several meetings and realised the potential of the Legion before returning to 
Melbourne. 
Mrs. Gavan Duffy, of Mt. Eliza, Victoria, also visiting Dublin in 1932, had a meeting with 
Frank Duff and promised to study the Legion’s operations in India on her way back to 
Australia. By February, 1933, she arrived in Melbourne, to find that Father Bakker had 
already approached Archbishop Mannix for permission to start a praesidium, and had, in 
fact, begun the first branch in his own parish. Mrs. Gavan Duffy lost no time in setting 
up the Legion at Frankston, and by the following June a Curia was formed to govern the 
existing branches and carry on the work of extension. 

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER 
VOLUNTEERS Victoria Park and East 

Victoria Park 

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER 
Geraldton Curia 
Eastern Districts Curia 
East Vic Park:  Our Lady Help of 
Christians 

Fremantle Curia 
Busselton:  Star of the Sea 

OCTOBER NOVEMBER 
Geraldton Curia 
Eastern Districts Curia 

Queens Park 
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Father Bakker became Spiritual Director of this Curia and Mrs. Gavan Duffy took on the 
role of President. Extension was a priority and quickly bore fruit. 
The first Diocese outside Melbourne to adopt the Legion was Sandhurst, with its inaugural 
meeting at Bendigo in January, 1934. 
Melbourne Curia was raised to Senatus level in June, 1934. 
Adelaide adopted the Legion the same year; Tasmania and Broken Hill followed in 1935 and 
Queensland in 1936. Perth set up its first praesidium in 1940 and Sydney followed in 1942. 
In July, 1944, when the tenth anniversary of the establishment of the Senatus was 
celebrated, the Legion had extended to every State in the Commonwealth and to New 
Zealand. There were 643 branches, with an active membership of 5,470 and 35,000 
auxiliaries. 
Archbishop Mannix granted the ‘Imprimatur’ to the Official Handbook of the Legion of 
Mary. This action had such far-reaching positive consequences for the Legion that the 
Concilium conferred upon the Archbishop of Melbourne the title of Laureate Member. 
 
Extract from the Letter written to Sr Lucy Sgro, President of Melbourne Senatus by Sr 
Helen Murphy, Concilium correspondent. 
 
“Keep encouraging praesidia to undertake the Book Barrow work, it is a very visible 
apostolate, and it is so amazing the number of people of people come for a chat.  …., even 
though praesidia numbers are small (and maybe older) the home to home visitation work, 
while it is hard to do when members are not used to it, is a wonderful apostolate and we 
are in the forefront of spreading the message of the Catholic faith.  As we celebrated the 
feast of John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus, we legionaries are also the forerunners – 
we give the message, plant the seed, wait for it to take root and pray.  Please encourage 
praesidia to take this work on, and each council should be doing something (even once a 
year) some work that they have not taken on.” 
 

Should any Praesidia consider taking on a book barrow please do not hesitate to let us 
know how we can assist you in setting it up. 
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As we celebrate the canonisation of Mother Teresa, founder of the Daughters of Charity I 
was delighted to receive this email from Christine May, President if Maria Annunciata, 
Thornlie.  Thank you Christine for allowing me to share this with all Legionaries 
 

My name is Yvonne Sarah May and on the 3rd July 2016 I celebrated my 
98th birthday.     
My husband John Harold May worked as a Production Manager in 
the Head Office of Imperial Tobacco in Calcutta India.     
We were there in 1950 when I heard that a nun, an English teacher at 

the local convent was leaving. I asked if she had been turned out and 
was told no she was starting her own order. In fact the English teacher 

would later be known as Mother Teresa of Calcutta and her new order was the Missionaries 
of Charity. She had felt a calling to care for the many homeless lepers living on the streets of 
Calcutta after the Indian government closed the leper asylum.      
All the wives of business people there got up events to raise funds for her. I made and 
dressed many large rag dolls which were very popular raffle items.    
By 1962 John, myself, and our three sons were living in Surrey England Our two older boys 
were at St George’s College, the little one was just three years old.     
We lived next door to the Watts family, who had also lived and worked in India for a rival 
tobacco company, and we had lots in common.     
One day I was invited to a party at their house; they were having a few friends over.  Mother 
Teresa would be there, as she had come to England to receive a prize. She had travelled to 
England from Calcutta to receive it in person. I was in bed with a terrible migraine so had to 
refuse the invitation. A little later there was another call; Mother Teresa had arrived but her 
legs were very swollen, she was unable to wear her own shoes, and was walking around 
barefoot. I sent Roger my oldest son who was twelve years old across with an almost new 
pair of sandals for her to try. Mother Teresa put them on and said to Roger “Thank your 
mother for the sandals they fit perfectly. Tell her I have no money but I will pray for her” 
Next morning Mother Teresa had gone and taken my pain with her. After suffering from 
severe migraines all my life even in childhood, I have never had another one.   It’s impossible 
to describe the difference this has made to my life, and I will be rejoicing with everyone else 
when Mother is canonized on September 4 this year. 
 
St Teresa of Calcutta Pray for us. 
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Legion of Mary 
Annual Mass  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Celebrant  

Mons Mc Donald 
 

Concelebrants 
Spiritual Directors of the Legion 

 
Saturday 5th November 2016 

 
St Joachim’s Church  

Shepperton Rd 
Victoria Park 

 
Legion Prayers & Rosary 10.30am        Mass 11.00am. 

 
A share fellowship will follow the Mass.  Please bring a small plate of finger food to assist 

with the catering 
 

ALL Active, Auxiliary and Past Members of the Legion of Mary are invited to attend to Mass 
and fellowship. 

  

 


