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The ALLOCUTIO was given by Rev. Fr Andre 
 
Ave Maria, 
 
MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS 
Patroness of Australia 
Australia and Our Lady Help of Christians 

When Cardinal Patrick Moran of Sydney wrote his 
History of the Catholic Church in Australasia, he 
recalled the laying of the foundation stone of what 
was to become the first cathedral in this land. His 
eminence declared: 
 
“Who was the patron selected by the people and 
their newly arrived pastor, Father Therry, for the 
Mother Church? Mary, the Immaculate Mother of 
God, under the special invocation of Help of 
Christians, was chosen patroness.” 

In choosing Mary, the young Church was following a 
sure Franciscan Catholic tradition of Marianizing the 
baptized, after all Jesus Christ is Marian as His 
Divine and human nature being inseparable. But 
why the particular title of Help of Christians? 

Events had happened in Europe only several years 
earlier, and this no doubt was still fresh in people's 
minds. Napoleon Bonaparte had jailed Pope Pius VI 
who died in jail, after which Pope Pius VII was 
elected. Just a short time later, he too was jailed by 
Napoleon, who kept him prisoner at Fontainbleau, 
35 miles from Paris. The Holy Father vowed to God  

 

 

 

Prayer 
For the Jubilee Year of 

Mercy 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you 
have taught us to be 

merciful like the heavenly 
Father, and have told us 
that whoever sees you 

sees Him.  Show us your 
face and we will be saved. 

Send your Spirit and 
consecrate every one of 
us with its anointing, so 

that the Jubilee of Mercy 
may be a year of grace 

from the Lord, and your 
Church, with renewed 
enthusiasm, may bring 
good news to the poor, 

proclaim liberty to 
captives and the 

oppressed, and restore 
sight to the blind. 

We ask this through the 
intercession of Mary, 

Mother of Mercy, 
you who live and reign 
with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit for ever and 

ever. 
Amen. 
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that, if he were restored to the Roman See, he would institute a special feast in 
honour of Mary.  

Though excommunicated because of his imprisonment of the Popes, Napoleon 
boldly claimed there would be no repercussions of his actions, saying “What is to 
come of this excommunication? Do we expect the arms of my men to fall from their 
hands?” Little did he know that he had prophesied his own demise and the demise 
of his military. His invasion and attempted conquest of Moscow was a disaster and 
the guns of his soldiers literally fell from their hands in the early Moscow freeze of 
1814. A mere 30,000 of his nearly one million troops returned alive. These military 
losses forced Napoleon to release the Pope, and on May 24th 1814, Pius VII 
returned in triumph to Rome. This was the date that Napoleon abdicated his crown. 

Twelve months later, the Pope decreed that the feast of Mary Help of Christians, be 
kept on the 24th of May.  

Meanwhile at the other end of the planet in the Great South Land of the Holy Spirit, 
the infant Church in Australia had a special reason for turning to Mary. In those early 
and mostly priestless days from 1809 to 1819, it was largely the Rosary that kept the 
faith alive. Catholic Australia remained faithful to Mary, and was the first nation to 
choose her, under the title of Help of Christians, as Principal Patroness.  

It was in 1844, at the first assembly of bishops ever held in the British dominions 
since the Reformation, that Mary was re-accorded her place of honour. It was a long 
way and a long time from Sydney Town to Walsingham; but the Southland was to 
become her Second Dowry. 

Although not officially approved by Rome until 1852 (due to the decree going astray 
in Bishop Pompallier's mislaid suitcase), our patronal feast was already being 
celebrated in Sydney as early as 1844. In 1847 a plenary indulgence was granted 
“to those who receive Holy Communion under the usual conditions, on May the 24th 
each year”. By 1862 the Ordo, still in St. Mary's archives, gives May the 24th as “a 
double of the first class” (in today's terms, a Solemnity). 

It seems likely that it was the choice of the lay Catholics themselves, as they leaned 
heavily, as the Church did, on Mary's help for the establishment of the institutional 
church. It was precisely during this priestless period (1809-1819) that Pius VII 
returned to Rome from exile and instituted the feast on May 24th. The Catholic 
population of the Australian colony was a third at the time of Fr. Therry and 
consisting of mostly Irish. The Secretary of State admitted that this faith of the 
Catholics gave rise to an orderly colony. 

To show that this dramatic episode had deeply impressed and struck a sympathetic 
chord in the hearts of Irish Catholics in this new nation Australia, Edmund Rice in 
1816, asked the Christian Brothers “to offer special prayers to Mary Help of 
Christians”, when their young institution was under threat. This religious order 
overcame the threat soon after and arrived in Sydney in 1847. 
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Another factor identifying the developing Catholic culture of Our Lady Help of 
Christians is Archbishop Kelly's pastoral letter of 1904, which in part reads: “The first 
Catholics here had brought strong devotion to Mary, Help Christians, who was the 
Patroness selected by the people and Father Therry for their mother-church, Mary 
Immaculate under the special invocation of Help of Christians”. 

Indications are that Father Therry simply watered a Marian seed already planted by 
church-minded lay people.  

While Dr. Polding was away in Rome for the second time, he addressed Pope Pius 
IX in a discourse of encouragement to proclaim the Dogma of the Immaculate 
Conception which Pope Pius did half an hour later excathedra. Hence the Title of 
the St Mary’s church of Father Therry includes the additions of Our Help of 
Christians and the Immaculate Conception and again we see that Archdeacon 
McEnroe took it on himself to publish a melodramatic letter on Australia's “real peril 
of a Russian invasion” during the Crimean War. The whole letter reminds the 
diocese of Mary's powerful assistance throughout all history as Help of Christians".  

In the pioneering Adelaide diocese, the first permanent church built there at Morphet 
Vale was dedicated to Mary Help of Christians, and Bishop Murphy of that diocese 
was to frequently mention this devotion in his homilies.  

The altar at St. Mary's, with its statue of Mary Help of Christians, was erected as a 
memorial to Fr. Therry's name.  

In this remarkable way Australia became the first nation in the world to have, Mary, 
Help of Christians as Patroness: the first church to celebrate May 24th on a national 
scale (elsewhere the feast was restricted to Rome and specified places); and the 
first country to have a mother-cathedral under the same title.  

Today we do not need a melodramatic letter, to tell us of things that might or could 
be.  

We live in a very fragile world where mortal sin is glorified. Catholic school children 
in the Catholic school system are not taught their Sunday obligation nor the 
existence of original sin let alone sin itself. There is a greater importance placed on 
evolution and one’s opinion than on the existence of Church teaching and intrinsic 
evils. Remember Our Lady’s address at Fatima to 7 year-old Jacinta, 8 year-old 
Francesco and 10 year-old Lucia: “Pray for peace in the world” and the prayer Our 
Lady repeatedly asked for at each of her apparitions is the recitation of the Most 
Holy Rosary. My brothers and sisters, think of ways to say and promote the Most 
Holy Rosary. Already it has been brought to my attention of a private school willing 
to have the recitation of the Most Holy Rosary with its 400 pupils on a regular 
monthly basis. The principal was waiting to be asked. We all must pray many, many 
Rosaries as Our Lady requested little Francesco to pray many Rosaries. We 
Legionaries, especially, are to pray many Rosaries and to seek opportunities for 
promoting the Rosary - be it the extension of “Australia Needs Fatima” Rosary 
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gatherings or in the schools. We need to be reminded of Mary's powerful 
intercession throughout the centuries under the title Our Lady Help of Christians. We 
need to pray relentlessly for her powerful intercession as we enter perseverance 
and discernment while we are facing a very different enemy, who loves the body, 
while killing the soul. The recitation of the Rosary and the propagation of the Rosary 
and the victories of the Rosaries especially said at Rosary rallies is Our Lady 
oxygen to the church members, the umbilical cord which supplies the food of grace 
to survive a world that has turned from grace and communion with the Catholic 
Church in these times of apostasy. 

Mary Help of Christians, pray for us 
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SPECIALS PRAYERS   
Prayers for the Sick:   

(For all who have been on previous lists)  

Jim Mulligan, Jeevan Frank, Teresa Grundy, Jenny Gelderbloem, 

Tony Parker, David Hill, Margaret Cullane, Dunstan, Siena, Oliver, 

Mary Wilson, Lorna Langley, Chris Leon, Fr Brian Roslin and 

Alexander Gillard 

 

Repose of the Souls: 

Bishop Myles McKeon, Alma Bull. Margaret Saldana, Tricia Storan, 

 

Special Intentions:  

Mary Cox, Ivy James, Trish Gillard 

 
 

 

 

 

From the President: 

Dear Legionaries, 

Following the May meeting Sr Judy and myself 
visited Star of the Sea Busselton to attend their 
ACIES.  As always we were warmly welcomed by 
the Legionaries and the parishioners who 
attended.  The Praesidium put on a beautiful 
luncheon where we were able to chat with many 
people and try to do a little recruitment for them.  
Fr Jerome shared his memories of praying the 
Rosary as a 
family unit when 

he was young.  At the conclusion of the ceremony and 
the Mass that followed Father asked if he could invite 
those present to offer Our Blessed Mother a kiss in 
thanks giving for all she offers us.  It was a moving 
time as people stepped forward.  Thank you Sr Jan 
Cole and the Legionaries of Busselton for your 
hospitality. 
 
I thank all who braved the weather to attend the Annual One Day Retreat for their 
support.  I have heard glowing reports about the talks and the help that was offered on 
the day.  I will not mention anyone in particular as I am sure to forget someone but you 
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all know who you are and please be assured that Our Lady and her Son saw your 
enthusiasm and help and will shower blessing upon you. 
 
We have no sooner completed our planned functions when we start planning for the 
next year and this is so with our Retreat.  Next year we are looking for a new venue.  
The day and date are chosen and the name of our Retreat Master mentioned and an 
answer from him is awaited.  We have chosen the 13th May 2017, the feast of Our Lady 
of Fatima, as a preferred date.  With the centenary of the Apparition we felt it an 
appropriate day on which to gather as her army.  Please put that date in your diary. 
 
At the present moment we are working towards the 48 hr Rosary Bouquet for Our 
Lady’s birthday.  Information will be given to the parishes in the last week of July.  
Please keep an eye out for the posters and rosters in your parishes and if you do not see 
them please ask the Parish Office where they are.  We will be happy to give you another 
copy if you require them. 
 
I ask you to pray for Legionary brothers and sisters who are unwell at this time.  In 
particular, I ask for you to remember Jim Mulligan, Lorna Langley, Kaye Kennelly, Jean 
and Harry Albulqueque, Jeevan Frank and Gracie.  I also ask for prayers for the repose 
of the soul of Howard Joseph Nonis from Mater Christi Praesidium.  This by no way 
means that we do not include all in our prayers but these are the people that I have 
been asked to seek prayers for. 
 
I have included the report that I delivered at the May Senatus meeting on your behalf.  I 
was extremely pleased to deliver the report on your behalf.  I hope that as Legionaries 
you are proud of the efforts you put in for our Mother. 
 
I prayer that you all have a blessed month in our Lady’s service 
 
God bless 
 
Rosemary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

7 

Report of Council to Senatus 

 

Council 
Perth Comitium 

Officerships Vacant 
Vice President 

Meeting Place & Time 
Venerable Edel Quinn Centre 36 Windsor St Perth.  3rd 
Monday of the Month at 7pm 

Number of Praesidia 

attached to Comitium 

10 Senior Praesidia, Metro Area, 3 Praesidia Country 

Area, 4 Curiae Metro, 1 Curia Country 

Total Number of 

Praesidia in Western 

Australia  

7 NDC  10, EDC + 1 Junior, 7 Fremantle 9 + 2 Junior, 

Geraldton 3, Vietnamese 3 

Officerships Vacant  6 

Active Members 84 Total Western Australia 300 

Auxiliary Members 431 Total Western Australia 1219 

Period of Report  Report December 2015 – May 2016 

Reports were given by 
Northern District Curia. Mary Assumed into 

Heaven 

Eastern District Curia Our Lady Help of Christians 

Geraldton Curia   The Presentation of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 

Fremantle Curia:  Immaculate Conception 

East Victoria Park:  Our Lady Help of Christians 

Busselton:  Star of the Sea 

Canning Vale:  Ark of the Covenant 

Manning:  Our Lady of the Way 

Cloverdale:  Regina Coeli 

Riverton:  Queen of Apostles 

Thornlie:  Maria Annunciata 

Willetton:  Our Lady of the Missions 

 

 

Visitations were made to Riverton:  Queen of Apostles 

Eastern Districts Curia:  Our Lady Help of 

Christians 

Northern Districts Curia:  Mary Assumed into 

Heaven 

Victoria Park:  Our Lady, Queen of Patriarchs 

Cloverdale:  Regina Coeli 
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Extension: 

       

• Legionaries have gained new members by personal contact and we see success in 

several Praesidia who have had new members take their promise  

 

Country Praesidia are struggling but very faithful.  The Executive will undertake a 

road trip to visit these Praesidia and encourage them to undertake recruitment and 

extension in their parishes. 

 

The Comitium will endeavour to undertake extension in Parishes where Praesidia are 

struggling for numbers and assistance is requested. 

 

 

Events during the past six months 

 

• Annual Rosary Procession for Our Lady of Fatima:  this was held on 12th 

February.  Approximately 450 people joined in the procession.  We had spent 

considerable time sourcing a sound system that would be appropriate as this had been 

a problem in previous years.  We were lucky to find a supplier who was able to meet 

our needs and so this year all were able to hear the prayers all the way around the lake. 

 

• Half Day Reflection:  Insights into Gods Mercy through the writings of Julian of 

Norwich.  25 Legionaries gathered in the Venerable Edel Quinn Centre to reflect on 

Julian of Norwich’s writings.  Dr Michelle Jones, Director of the Office of Faith 

Formation, Perth gave us a wonderful morning as she covered this topic. 

 

• ACIES:  All Councils have held their ACIES all reported a good turnout of numbers.  

This year Comitium changed their parish and were made very happily welcomed to 

the Cloverdale Parish.  The ACIES was led by Fr Andre and Fr Nelson Po, Parish 

Priest of Cloverdale, celebrated the Benediction for us. 

 

Coming Events for the next six months 

 

• One Day Annual Retreat to be held on 21st May.  Fr Giles will give us insights in 

Mary, Mother of Mercy. 

• Mass for the feast of Our Lady’s Assumption 15th August.  Fr Andre has invited 

all members to attend Mass at the VEQC on this night.  Mass will be followed by 

the monthly meeting and fellowship. 

• 48 Hr Rosary Bouquet for Our Lady’s Birthday 5th Sept – 8th Sept. 

• Annual Mass 5th November 
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Other Relevant Information 

 

Since our last report Sr Lorraine Allen has resigned as Vice President for family 

reasons.  Sr continues to support us by continuing to update our data base on a regular 

basis and we thank her for this work.  At this time, we are having difficulty filling this 

position but elections will take place at our June meeting. 

 

Concern over attendance at Comitium monthly meetings saw the executive writing to 

each Praesidium outlining the duties of the officers in regard to the meeting.  We also 

requested input as to day and time of the meeting and whether a change would make it 

easier.  The March meeting was given over to discussion, unfortunately the invitation 

to the discussion was not taken up by those Praesidia who found attendance difficulty 

so those present voted overwhelming to continue with the Monday evening meeting. 

 

The executive had approached Maida and Kelmscott Praesidia and asked them to 

consider moving to the Eastern Districts Curia as they actually fell within the 

boundaries of that Curia.  Both Praesidia agreed to this and so we saw a decrease in 

members at Comitium but a stronger Eastern Districts Curia. 

  

Information for the Rosary Bouquet will be posted (emailed) to Senatus in June and 

we hope that through their mail out they will be able to assist with the distribution of 

the information to all praesidia. 

In 2015 we saw an increase in the involvement on the east coast.   

Archbishop Costelloe has accepted an invitation to be the main celebrant at this Mass.  

 

Since our last report we have been saddened by the passing of 2 of our Legionaries, Sr 

Mary Mutzig, who was still an active member up until her passing at the age of 99 and 

Peter Foale, who had been Vice President of Perth Senatus and Comitium and was a 

very active member until his Praesidium closed due to lack of members and support 

from the Parish Priest. 

 

 

• The members of Comitium sincerely thank to all members of the Senatus for 

their encouragement and warm friendship and we are very appreciative of the 

encouragement given by the Executive of the Senatus.  We particularly thank 

Michael Palma for his encouragement and monthly letters that make us feel very 

much attached to the Legionaries of Victoria 

 

May God Bless and keep you safe. 

 

 

 

Signed:      President 
Sr Rosemary Bennett   21st April 2016 
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Rosary Making 
 

 ROSARY MAKING WILL HELD  
2nd Saturday of the Month 

9th JULY 2016 

 
9.30 - 2.00 

 
Come along and help us to make the Rosaries.   

 
We make them on cord and knot tying is involved. 

 
We make them on wire with pearl beads 

 
We make Rosary bracelets. 

 
And now we make Rosaries on chain. 

 
Come along for an hour or longer 

 
If you have any broken rosaries, or bead jewellery our rosary makers we would 

be grateful for them. 

 
 

Supper 

 
REPORTS 

 
Visitations 

 
 

 

 

 

JUNE JULY 
Thornlie, Maria Annunciatia 
Canning vale, Ark of the 
Covenant 

Willetton:  Our Lady of  the 
Missions 

JULY AUGUST 
Our Lady, Queen of Patriarchs Geraldton Curia 

Eastern Districts Curia 

JULY AUGUST 
Manning, Our Lady of the Way 
Willetton, Our Lady of the Missions 

Thornlie:  Maria Annunciata 
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ALLOCUTIO MELBOURNE SENATUS 1 May 2016 – Fr. Justin Ford, Spiritual Director 

Last Wednesday we celebrated the feast of St Louis de Montfort. St Louis gets moved to 
27th April in Australia because of the Feast of St Peter Chanel on 28th April, but in the 
Universal Church, St Louis is also celebrated on 28th, the anniversary of his death. This year 
was  the 300th anniversary of his death on 28th April 1716, so it’s a suitable moment to 
recall the life of this saint, whose teachings are such an important inspiration for 
Legionaries in particular, and indeed for the universal Church. 
I recently read an article about why rosary beads have a bead for the ‘Our Father’ but no 
bead for the ‘Glory Be’ (so we pray the ‘Glory Be’ maybe on the section of the chain 
between the tenth ‘Hail Mary’ and the next ‘Our Father’). The reason is that in the centuries 
when rosary beads in their current form were being promoted by the Dominican Order, 
having the ‘Glory Be’ at the end of each decade wasn’t the normal practice. It was 
especially St Louis De Montfort who promoted this addition, which of course is now our 
normal way of praying the Rosary. This means that every single day, at a rough guess, tens 
of millions of ‘Glory Be’s are being prayed that otherwise would not have been – all 
because of St Louis. If that was someone’s only legacy in life, what a wonderful gift to God 
and to the whole world! 
St Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort was born in the town of Montfort in Brittany, the 
westernmost province of France, on 31st January 1673, the eldest of eighteen children of 
Jean-Baptiste and Jeanne Robert Grignion. This was during the long reign of the grand King 
Louis XIV, and during the very years when St Margaret Mary was receiving the revelations 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. St Vincent de Paul had died only a few years earlier. It was a 
time when France was at a peak of influence in the Church and in the world. The strict 
theology of Jansenism had been condemned by the Church a few years earlier, but would 
remain influential for a long time, especially in France. So this is some of the context of St 
Louis’ life. 
Different priests St Louis knew as he was growing up influenced his faith and devotion, and 
especially his devotion to Our Lady. He studied theology at the Sorbonne in Paris, then 
entered the seminary of St Sulpice in 1695. In 1700 he was ordained priest and assigned to 
Nantes in Brittany. Like quite a few saints, he had a great desire to go to the foreign 
missions, in particular the French colony in Canada, but that wasn’t God’s plan. But he did 
make a pilgrimage to Rome where Pope Clement XI gave him the title of Apostolic 
Missionary.  
Back in France, he spent the following years devoted to preaching missions, travelling on 
foot from one town to the next in the west of the country, and having a great influence. He 
obviously ruffled some feathers, because one time he was poisoned (though he survived). 
In the midst of all this, he was writing his books, ‘True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin’, ‘The 
Secret of Mary’ and ‘The Secret of the Rosary’. And at the same time he was establishing 
schools and laying the foundations for two orders: the Company of Mary (priests and 
brothers who preach missions and retreats) and the Daughters of Wisdom, that he founded 
with Blessed Marie Louise Trichet. 
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St Louis was only 43 when he died in 1716 at St Laurent-Sur-Sevre in western France, where 
he is buried in the basilica named for him – but what an amazing amount he had achieved 
in his 16 years of priesthood! He was beatified in 1888 by Pope Leo XIII and canonised in 
1947 by Pope Pius XII.  
A number of recent popes were much influenced by St Louis, and St John Paul II’s motto, 
‘Totus Tuus’ – ‘Totally yours’, meaning, totally belonging to Mary – is from the writings of St 
Louis, which greatly influenced Pope John Paul as a young man. And in so many ways, his 
teachings influenced Frank Duff in his development of the Legion of Mary. In the index to 
the Handbook, he’s referenced much more than any other person (apart from Jesus and 
Mary, naturally). In recent months we’ve especially been considering his great work, ‘True 
Devotion to the Blessed Virgin’, and in particular the total consecration to Jesus through 
Mary.   
We read in the handbook, explaining the decision to include him in the Legion invocations: 
“No saint has played a greater part in the development of the Legion than he. The 
handbook is full of his spirit. The prayers re-echo his very words. He is really the tutor of the 
Legion: thus invocation is due to him by the Legion almost as a matter of moral obligation.”  
And then Handbook goes on to quote Cardinal Tedeschini: “Not only a founder, but 
missionary as well! And more than missionary; for we see yet another aspect: He is doctor 
and theologian, who has given us a mariology such as no one before him had conceived. So 
deeply has he explored the roots of marian devotion, so widely has he extended its 
horizons, that he has become without question the announcer of all the modern 
manifestations of Mary – from Lourdes to Fatima, from the definition of the Immaculate 
Conception to the Legion of Mary. He has constituted himself the herald of the coming of 
the reign of God through Mary, and the precursor of that longed-for salvation which in the 
fullness of time the Virgin Mother of God will bring to the world by her Immaculate Heart.” 

 
The epitaph engraved in Latin on his tomb is an excellent summary of his life: 

 

You who pass this way, what do you see? 

A light quenched, 

A man consumed with the fire of charity, 

Who became all things to all men, 

Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort. 

 

If you would know his life, there was none more holy; 

If his penance, none more mortified; 

If his zeal, none more ardent; 

If his devotion to Mary, none more like Bernard.  

A priest of Christ, he showed forth Christ in his actions,  

and preached him everywhere in his words; 

unwearied, he rested only in the grave. 

 

A father to the poor, 

protector of orphans, 

reconciler of sinners, 

his glorious death was the image of his life. 

As he lived, so did he die. 


