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Dates for 2017 
2nd Saturday of the 

Month: 

Rosary Making 

 

3rd Monday of the 

Month 

Comitium Meeting 
 

27th April  St Louis Marie 

de Monfort 

13th May: 9am 

Annual One Day Retreat 

St Bernadette’s Church 

Jugan St Glendalough 

 

14th May   

MOTHERS’ DAY 

 

 

LEGION OF MARY 

ANNUAL ONE DAY RETREAT 

13th May 2017 

 

THEME:   

OUR LADY OF FATIMA 

 

RETREAT MASTER:   

REV FR PETER PORTEOUS  OSM 

 

VENUE:   

ST BERNADETTE’S CHURCH 

49 JUGAN ST 

GLENDALOUGH  WA  6016 

 

TIME: 

9AM:  REGISTRATION 

9.30AM:  ROSARY 

3.30PM: CONCLUSION 

 

CONFESSIONS WILL BE AVAILABLE 

 

MORNING TEA AND A LIGHT SOUP 

LUNCH WILL BE AVAILABLE 

 

THE SECRET BAG WILL BE AVAILABLE 

AT REGISTRATION TO OFFSET THE COSTS 

OF THE DAY 

 

mailto:perthcomitium@iinet.net.au
http://www.legionofmarywa.org/
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We’ve been discussing some debates around Pope Francis‟ Amoris Laetitia (AL). It’s 

been a necessary discussion: people have asked me about it, and a few Catholics, 

influenced by criticisms of the Pope, seem at risk of an attitude of generalised 

opposition to him (just like other Catholics in earlier pontificates). That’s always 

disastrous for any Catholic – and for a Legionary in particular, the Legion ethos would 

founder without faithfulness to the Magisterium. 

The last part of our discussion concerns worthy reception of Holy Communion. (This 

unfortunately gets a bit technical, because both the Pope’s writing and some of the 

criticisms of it are themselves fairly technical.) So first, restating obvious Catholic 

teaching – someone consciously persisting in mortal sin must never in any 

circumstances present themselves for Communion. That derives from St Paul (1 Cor 

11:27-28), and St John Paul II, in his encyclical Ecclesia de Eucharistia (EE), 

strongly reaffirmed it:  I beseech, beg and implore that no one draw near to this sacred 

table with a sullied and corrupt conscience. Such an act, in fact, can never be called 

‘communion’ not even were we to touch the Lord’s body a thousand times over, but 

‘condemnation’, ‘torment’ and ‘increase of punishment’ (EE 36, quoting St John 

Chrysostom.) 

So if only for their own welfare, those conscious of mortal sin (committed, that is, with 

full knowledge and consent) absolutely must repent before receiving, with a firm 

purpose of sinning no more. Pope John Paul also re-stated the rule that prior 

confession in the Sacrament of Reconciliation was required. (EE 36) 

Without spelling this out all over again, Pope Francis clearly presupposes it when, 

speaking of those in irregular marriage situations, he limits possible reception of 

Communion to those whose ongoing actions do not fulfil all the conditions of mortal 

sin: “one thing must always be taken into account, lest anyone think that the demands 

of the Gospel are in any way being compromised. 

The Church possesses a solid body of reflection concerning mitigating factors and 

situations‟ from which we understand that not all those who outwardly appear to be 

grave sinners are necessarily „…living in a state of mortal sin‟. (AL 301; cf. fn. 336) 

Now, the responsibility of the recipient is a different question from the responsibility of 

the minister of Communion. So firstly, a priest directly encouraging an unrepentant 

mortal sinner to sacrilegiously receive would be a false shepherd doing spiritual harm. 

True, it’ long been held that the priest mustn’t refuse one coming forward whom he 

knows to be a sinner privately: he’s not authorised to publicise the sin. (St Thomas 

Aquinas gave the example of Jesus giving Communion to Judas.) 

Still, if someone’s continuing public conduct is objectively in grave violation of God’s 

law, the Church’s norm remains that the minister must refuse them. And unlike with 

the recipient’s responsibility, that’s even the case where there might be no mortal sin, 

due to a lack of full knowledge or freedom. For one thing, that’s to reduce the risk of 

others being misled about Church teaching, if they saw an apparent public sinner 

receiving. (Canon 915; John Paul II Familiaris Consortio 84; EE 37) 

However, this last rule, though long-standing Church law (and obviously influenced by 

some divine laws), can’t itself be shown to be an absolute of divine law with no 

exceptions conceivable. 
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So with many limitations (AL 297-300) Pope Francis seems to allow some leeway in its 

application for those in irregular marriage situations, (AL fn. 351) if scandal is avoided 

(AL 299) and the priest has discerned the subjective conditions of full knowledge and 

freedom required for mortal sin aren’t present. (AL 305; see Canon 844 for parallel 

cases.) (At least that seems the most natural interpretation of the Pope’s words, though 

a more conservative reading is also possible.) 

This has been the most controversial point for some traditionalists, who maintain that 

the Pope can’t permit this, and the priest must always refuse Communion to the 

divorced and remarried, regardless of their subjective responsibility. But really, it is 

within his supreme power to allow this. 

Unlike the responsibility of the recipient persisting in mortal sin not to receive, this 

action of the minister (regarding those not guilty of mortal sin) concerns flexible 

Church law rather than absolute divine law. 

So why has Pope Francis done this? To make it easier to break God’s law on marriage? 

No, to provide greater access to Eucharistic grace so that struggling people can 

gradually better understand and keep God’s life-giving law. Will it work that way in 

practice? That’s his call. The nature of the Eucharist, we gather from St Paul, makes it 

a „harmful‟ medicine for those conscious of being in mortal sin. But this isn’t so for 

those already in sanctifying grace (perhaps objectively breaking God’s law, but lacking 

full knowledge or freedom).  So the Pope writes:  “By thinking that everything is black 

and white, we sometimes close off the way of grace and of growth, and discourage paths 

of sanctification which give glory to God‟. (AL 305) 

Sometimes we might imagine faithfulness to Catholic teaching always means taking the 

path of greater strictness. But like the Gospel, Catholic doctrine is a balance. Heresies 

like Novatianism, Donatism and Jansenism erred not by being too lax but too rigorous. 

And various popes have done things that could superficially have been seen as 

illegitimate new departures, but which were in fact valid and now just seem normal to 

us. 

Our true path is to veer neither left nor right, but to stay faithful to Christ and his 

Vicar, the Pope – whoever that may be. This Catholic attitude is derided by some 

traditionalists with the term “ultramontanism‟, a historical position that exaggerated 

papal authority. True, as previously discussed, obviously things a pope says unofficially 

aren’t intended by him as magisterial and binding, and in exceptional circumstances 

someone can even legitimately withhold assent from a non-infallible magisterial 

teaching. 

However, we should always keep in mind this permanently valid declaration of the 

First Vatican Council: “…the Roman Church, by the disposition of the Lord, holds the 

sovereignty of ordinary power……Regarding this jurisdiction, the pastors and the 

faithful…are bound by a duty of hierarchical subjection and of true obedience, not only 

in things which pertain to faith and morals, but also in those which pertain to the 

discipline and government of the Church spread over the whole world…This is the 

doctrine of Catholic truth from which no one can deviate and keep his 

faith and salvation.‟ (Pastor aeternus DS 3060) 
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CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Email: perthcomitium@iinet.net.au 
www.legionofmarywa.org  

 

Spiritual 
Director  

Fr Andre Nahas   

President  Rosemary 
Bennett 

0421580783  rben4769@bigpond.net.au  

Vice President  Cynthia Gucci   
Secretary  Megan Duggan   
Treasurer  Mignonne Goes 0409688594  mignonnegoes@gmail.com  
Assistant 
Secretary  

Clara Gemmy   perthcomitium@iinet.net.au 

Assistant  
Treasurer 

Jeevan Frank 0411756540 jpfrank918@gmail.com  

 
Prayers for the Sick:   

(For all who have been on previous lists)  Fr. Chien, Peggy Knowles, Catherine Raspanti, 

Terrence Netto, Calvin, Marina, Ken Haynes, Chris McEncroe, Milly Moysey, Kath 

Fairhead. 

 

Repose of the Souls: 

Margaret Purcell/ Harnett, Lofty Calanan, Jean, Alison Armstead, Joan Doyle, Seamus 

Doherty, Lina Palermo Patricia O’ Dea, Tony Senese, Jason Sheeny anniversary  

 

Special Intentions:   

Peace in Middle East, Fr. Anthony’s special need, Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious 

life,  Franciscan Friars Of the Immaculate, Archbishop Timothy Costelloe, and 

 Fr. Andre Nahas (Comitium Spiritual Director).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL AUDIT OF THE TREASURER’S BOOK 

 

 

??? HAVE YOU HAD YOUR BOOKS AUDITED??? 

 
THE Treasurer’s book may be audited by 2 members, other than the Treasurer of 

the Praesidium.   

mailto:perthcomitium@iinet.net.au
http://www.legionofmarywa.org/
mailto:rben4769@bigpond.net.au
mailto:mignonnegoes@gmail.com
mailto:perthcomitium@iinet.net.au
mailto:jpfrank918@gmail.com
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SUPPER 

 
 

 

 

 

 

VISITATION 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

April May 
Victoria Park and East 

Victoria Park 
Volunteers 

April May 
Eastern Districts Curia 

Fremantle Curia 
Albany:  Our Lady of Grace 

April May 
Canning Vale 
Victoria Park 
Cloverdale 

Busselton:  Star of the Sea 

Rosary Making has been cancelled for May 

due to the One Day Retreat. 

 

Look forward to seeing you in June 
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From the President 

 

Greeting Legionaries, 

 

I do hope that all Legionaries and their families had a blest Easter and that Our Risen Lord 

gave you many blessings. 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended the ACIES ceremonies.  From what I have heard they 

were all well attended and very spiritual.  I was able to attend Eastern Districts Curia ACIES 

and was able to participate as a Legionary with no worries as to whether all is under control.  

It was a very beautiful ceremony and I thank Fr Michael Rowe and the Executive of EDC for 

the wonderful way in which it was conducted.  Comitium’s ACIES was held at Notre Dame 

Church Cloverdale and after a few hiccups was a very lovely ceremony.  Thank you to Fr 

Michael Quynh Do and the Legionaries of the Cloverdale Praesiduim for hosting us at very 

short notice.  I also thank Sr Clara Gemmy for organising to have the 2018 ACIES at Sts 

Peter and Paul in Willetton. 

 

I recently had a call from Sr Teresa Tran who has extended an invitation to Legionaries to 

attend her Final Vows ceremony which will be held on Friday 12th May in the School Hall at 

Banksia Grove Catholic Primary School.  Archbishop Timothy Costelloe will be the Main 

Celebrant.  We extend our best wishes and prayers to Sr Teresa. 

 

As we approach the 13th May I encourage you to acknowledge in some way the importance 

of Our Lady and her requests at Fatima, the praying of the Rosary and penance.  Have you 

thought of installing a Pilgrim Statue in your Parish, undertaking a public Rosary or a 

procession?  If you have a school in your parish perhaps ask permission to talk to the 

children about the story.  In this troubled world we need to seek help from Our Lady of 

Fatima to find World Peace. 

 

Our Annual One Day Retreat will be held on Saturday 13th May at St Bernadette’s Church 

Glendalough.  Parking is available at the church and also in the vacant block of land in   

Please leave the parking at the church available for those who may have walking issues.  We 

will once again supply tea/coffee and biscuits and slices for morning tea and Soup and bread,  

for a light lunch.  St Bernadette’s has a Perpetual Adoration Chapel and you are very 

welcome to spend time with the Lord but please remember that there are people who attend 

to a roster and their need to be with the Lord must come before ours.  We will have 4 priests 

to hear Reconciliation therefore we encourage you to make the most of this opportunity.  We 

look forward 

 

 

God bless you in your work and Mary protect you. 

 

Rosemary 
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Let us be more zealous in our call to Heaven to grant partitions offered in the name of 

Frank Duff, Edel Quinn and Alfie Lambe.  Perhaps we could make part of our daily 

prayers the Prayer of Intercession and pray earnestly our request. 

 

Prayer for the intercession of the Servant of God Frank Duff 

God our Father, You inspired your servant Frank Duff with a profound 

insight into the mystery of your Church, the Body of Christ, and of the 

place of Mary the Mother of Jesus in this mystery. In his immense 

desire to share this insight with others and in filial dependence on Mary 

he formed her Legion to be a sign of her maternal love for the world 

and a means of enlisting all her children in the Church's evangelizing 

work. We thank you, Father, for the graces conferred on him and for 

the benefits accruing to the Church from his courageous and shining faith. With confidence 

we beg you that through his intercession you grant the petition we lay before you ..... We ask 

too that if it be in accordance with your will, the holiness of his life may be acknowledged by 

the Church for the glory of Your Name, through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer for the intercession of Venerable Edel Quinn 

Eternal Father, I thank You for the grace you gave to your servant, Edel 

Quinn, of striving to live always in the joy of Your presence, for the 

radiant charity infused into her heart by Your Holy Spirit, and for the 

strength she drew from the Bread of Life to labor until death for the 

glory of Your Name, in loving dependence on Mary, Mother of the 

Church. Confident, O Merciful Father, that her life was pleasing to 

You, I beg You to grant me, through her intercession, the special favor 

I now implore …, and to make known by miracles the glory she enjoys 

in Heaven, so that she may be glorified also by Your Church on earth, through Christ Our 

Lord. Amen. We place our petitions in the hands of Mary to whom Edel turned in every 

need. Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women, and 

blessed is the Fruit of thy womb. Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now, 

and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer for the intercession of the Servant of God Alfie Lambe 

O God, who by Your infinite mercy inflamed the heart of your servant, 

Alphonsus Lambe with an ardent love for you and for Mary, our 

Mother; a love which revealed itself in a life of intense labor, prayer and 

sacrifice for the salvation of souls, grant, if it be your will, that we may 

obtain, by his intercession, what we cannot obtain by our own merits. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, Our Lord. Amen. 
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